Sir John Fielding, Aight, 


Portrait of a Moxs TER, 


— -Whoſe parent was a ROCK, 
And fierce HYacanan tygers gave him ſuck, 


— 


DEDICATED 1 0 


WILLIAM NASH, Es& 
LORD MAYOR, 


- 


AND THE 


COURT or ALDERMEN, 


'© By ROBERT HOLLOWAY. 


L © ND ON: 
Printed for the AUTHOR, 
And Sold by S. BLA Don, No. 28, Pater · noſter-· roy. 
M,DCC,LXXIL 
{Price 2 5. 6 d.] 


* 


* 
m Al p A —_—_— 


2 
** ä 
1 
on v * 
98 
5 
4 
* . 
* tf 
wy e 
9 
— 
4. 
* 
+ 
, 
1 
Y ” 
Ned, 
Dy 4 
> 
& 
bis 5 
" * 
A „% 


R 
$5 5 A 
* 7 . 8 


hs. 


4 


Whos 
n 


4 
, 
4 
« 
- 
Ars 
* # 
= «A 


5 * 


* 


4 „ 


B ee ; 
Wo 


— * ; 
— On 
. o 
- * 
Py 5 1 > . 
Ss 4 3 „ * 
_ * . 


# 
—_ OS >" A 1 


' — . — == - — 
* . * | "© we 


DEDICATION. 


_ 


10 THE RIGHT nonovnAaLE | 


v. 
3 * ST: 


WILLIAM NASH, Era 
LoD M4 . 


AND nn 
COURT: or ALDBRMEN.” 


. 
* 3 * 


To, yow wy Frege 
itn the peace uility, and 
welfare of the et ci city e A za 
truſt of ſuch importans, 5 conſtitutes 
you likewiſe che firſt F in 
the univerſe. | 

To whom not wide the moſt fbondinezs 
but opulent part of its inhabitants look up 
for protection, when their rights, liberties, 
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r of the reſent times vir- 
(QF che topper be pr fropbſed for 
public nad we — a ſyſtem of virtue 
ſtarted 1ÞÞ, ee zus within {theſe ten 
years, w ich jets F ſuch lalitüde to perni- 


clogs PR as almoſt lupercedes 
Went ns on of AI I I 


9 rom hence we ſge, an ill-guided multi- 
tude heaplng vs F virtnes on bade men, and vices 
on good 
Howes, my Lord cand. Gentlemen, it. 
does. not become my province to deſcant 
on tribtie dufbtmiiy, or ꝙ ou rectitude. 
et thus much, with infinite pain muſt 
be ee. . =" we have beheld repeat- 
ad inſults nofferbdn the preſent chief ma- 
rate of ieee for no apparent reaſon, 
t that oft his: poſſeſſing virtues which the 
— inſtigatar of dee is a mortal 
Rod - 8 1fligani 18 of 
LA my 3 and Genderh, 
"0: jent to make you ſuperviſors of 
The villains ichtonicle, her, Wong I have 
had it at gur feet but but from a full afſu- 
: ratce'that.every-ſpecies ok vice is obnoxious 
in poun eye24end. that vou will readily | 
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| etert-your abilities to redreſs the grievances 
complained of. | 

From you, my Lord and Gentlemen, 1 
claim a degree of credit, as I have, on a 
former and recent occaſion, forwarned you 
of the contagion. juſt entering your gates 
in the perſon of Bolland, then a candidate 
for the office of city marſhal. | 

The ſubje& of 5 annexed ſheets is a 
direful diſeaſe, pregnant with miſchief of 
a more epidemical and incurable nature, 
therefore requires a more cogent ſtyptic. 

.. Your judicious rejection of Bolland be- 
came eventually the juſt reward of his 
manifold offences; and I ain happy, in 
this reflection, that my admonition prov d 
ſeaſonable. 

And it is upon a ſimilar principle that I 
now congratulate myſelf on being the mir- 
ror through which the hideous monſter 
that occaſions this addreſs,* is ſo conſpi- 
couſly. held up to public view, whoſe 
frightful ſhape may prove ſome ſecurity 

| againſt his future carnage. 

3 „But in a work of this nature, the aid, 

1 ength, and concurrence of powers, like 
2 maſt join the endeavours of an in- 


dividual, or the beſt concerted ow: will 
| inevitably prove abortive. 
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_ 6 Io this end I do intreat your protection 
= and aſſiſtance (on behalf of many opprefſed |, |} 
= and indigent perfons) in bringing to con- 
dign puniſhment every villain of ſuch pre- 
poſterous magnitude as the following trea- 
. Pn a 
T ſhall with ſuch hopes purſue my in- 
- tended plan , regardleſs of the couched 
aſſaſſin, or open ruffian, with untemitting 
aſſiduity. In doing which I have no re- 
venge to compleat, no perſonal pique or 
paſſion to gratify, but ſuch as meets a full 
gratification in the accompliſhment of 
every public good. With this declaration, 
I beg leave to ſubſcribe ' myſelf, | 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Your moſt devoted ſervant, 


Soho-ſquare, 
May 5th, 1772. 


R. HOLLOWAY. 


B | The author is ſetting a ſubſcription on ſoot for the 
| relief of ſuch miſerable individuals as have been ruined 
=_ in fame, beggared in fortune, or otherwiſe oppreſ- 
= ſed or rendered wretched, by the infernal machinations 
=_ of the miſcreants alluded to. +68 
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| flatly papers, gave birth to this letter. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE many errors, and the falſe grammar, 
inſeparable from a work ſo ſpeedily begun and 


ended, muſt inevitably be the lot of the fol- 


lowing letter; however, the author's inten- 
tions are far from any attempt at elegance of 


ile; he contends But for the veracity of his 


ſubject, and leaves the critics taſt to ſuch as 
ſhall think a replication either advantageous 
or convenient. — Te eloquence of bis 
illuſtrious opponents may indeed be ſo far ne- 
ceſſary, as to add dignity to error, and grace- 
Fulneſs to miſtakes.——The candid reader 
will confider, that the printers juſt objec- 
Liens to admit a farther controverſy in the 
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Sir John Fielding, Knight. 


Tce vich you. fir John; is coadider 
this addreſs, not only as an indulgence I 
owe my own inclination, but 'a tribute of 
praiſe juſtly due to your unwearied attention 
to the public welfare: „ 
| Your vigilance and indefatigable purſuit 
after every ſpecies of robbers, bids. us 
fleep, travel; and proceed in the ordinary 
concerns of life, with a degree of ſafety 
hetetofore unknown. | „ 
To your penetration, activity, and inte- 
grity, we ſtand indebted for a removal of 
almoſt every public annoyance, _ 
From your humanity and parental feel - 
ing for the deſerted orphan, we view at 


once a ſafe aſylum. for indigence, and a 
ſeaſonable augmentation to our naval | 
ſtrength, But what avail theſe exellent = 
qualities which adorn the man, and orna- = 
Fes Eo | ment =- 
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ment the magiſtrate we live not in the 
Auguſtan age —almoſt every man arrogates 
to himſelf a ſyſtem of probity, whilſt right 
and wrong bear no diſtinction, but ſuch as 
ſeverally ſerve a particular purpoſe. In 
bh times like theſe, Sir John, magiſtracy 
|| | ſhould ſtrain every ſinaw of that. power, 
it which the legiſlative wiſdom has gntruſted 
M them with, againſt the vices of a few, for 
il the benefit of the whole; merely diſcharg- 
Wl} ing your duty, is but a negative or pagan 
[4-5-3 virtue, inaſmuch that conſcience dictates, 
i and the will is bound. — However ſuper- 
5 ficially virtuous a magiſtrate of your active 
| diſpoſition might have appeared in the 
| twelfth century,. the eighteenth ſeems to 
Th have more neceſſity than reliſh for your 
| diſcipline. In fine, Sir John, you are the 
I! great herald of criminal law, denouncing 
vengeance againſt its moſt daring enemies, 
ö whoſe awful fulminations give infant vice 
its leading ſtrings, and the more over- 
grown villain his fring too. Could I ſub- 


i 

. Join patriot to the reſt, thus much would 
} be too little to ſpeak your merits, as it is 
W | this alone, with our modern ſons of liber- 


4 ty, amounts to panegyrie.— Therefore to 
Sg the point. — Vou have at laſt, Sir John, 
laid your feeling finger upon Bolland— 
he is hanged—hut in him we have only 
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L 3 1 
loſt a journeyman to ſin—a ſubordinate” 
villain, inoffenſive in his nature to thoſe 
behind. That fire of infamy, Pr—le, is 
not hanged yet——he remains a laſting 
monument of diſgrace to the laws of this 
nation. The crimes committed, ſingle- 
handed, by this Leviathan of vice, this 
monſter in iniquity, out-ſpins the Tyburn 
Chronicle, though its catalogue of mur- 
ders were trebled ; every ſtreet in this me- 
tropolis echoes his villainies; every priſon 
groans with miſery of his creating.—A 
miſcreant ſo voracious after vice, that he 
ſeems hell's chief factor his whole facul- 
tics are employed in the promulgation of 
terror, horror, bloodſhed, and carnage— 
his whole ſtrength and powers are exerted 
to force the trenches, which heaven has 
raiſed againſt human wickedneſs, —I have, 
In open defiance of a legend of deſperadoes, 
lugged the culprit out to public view, and 
ſaved thouſands from' falling a prey to his 
helliſh appetite. I have charge him with 
crimes, and proved them too, ſufficient to 
hang five hundred inferior knaves.—The 
offence for which he is now under bail 'to 
take his trial at the Old Bailey, is one of 
his lighteſt enormities, and it would be 
bantering the gallows to hang him for ſo 
triſing a miſdemeanor; yet, Sir John, 
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notwithſtanding frauds, perjuries, bur= 


ris; and robberies of every denomina- 
tion, abound fo plentifully to aid his con- 
viction, our laws are inſufficient to put a 


1 to his tranſgreſſions—ghis art and 


knavery alone, will baffle all their force 


and energy—fortified and barricaded with 
a banditti of perjury-mongers, affidavit- 
manufacturers, and a curious fund of dear 
bought quibbles, he is invulnerable to juſ- 
tice. His ſucceſsful plunders have fur- 
niſhed him with the law's beſt weapon 
(money) with this neceſſary ingredient, he 
will contaminate the very fountain of 
Juſtice, and make corruption flow like a 
ſpring tide, to waſh away the fair ſtream of 
truth. — The produce of his booties will 
procure a large portion of the beſt chewed 
eloquence at the bar, together with a quire 
of affidavits manufactured and ſworn by 
his pious {elf and co. with which he will 
prove rapine, courteous civility ; glaring 
murder, accidental rencountre ; midnight 
burglary, peaceable entry; palpable theft, 
error in judgment, and rank perjury a miſ- 
nomer in grammar. From the improbabi- 
lity that a raſcal ſo ſuperlatively wicked, a 
reptile of ſuch prepoſterous magnitude, 
ſhould ſurvive the commiſſion of ſuch. per- 
nicious acts, I am apprehenſive theſe aſ- 
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fettions will loſethat degree of credit they 


juſtly merit from all honeſt men; but 

Sir John, can bear me witneſs, I ſet down 
nought in falſthoad or malice ——The 
world, in general, conceive no very favour- 
able opinion of the morals or humanity of 
a thies-taker, and from this notion the ro- 
tation-office in Bow-ſtreet is held ſome little 
diſtance from a tabernacle of righteouſneſs ; 
but ſach a conjecture is, in a comparative 
ſenſe, not only a groſs prejudice againft 
the profeſſion, but an unjuſt reflection on 
the prineiples of your little community of 
miniſters. For -a proof, Sir John, let us 
take a ſurvey of Pr—le's receptacle of 
lambs in Chancery-lane : oh, horror! the 
| ſeminary in Bow-ftreet,, when thieves, 
thief-takers, and all are in full convocation, 


is a temple of piety and chaſtity, oppoſed to 


that repoſitory of fiends ; there perjury 
flows in copious ftreams from its original 
fountain ; there ſable vice fits engendered 
in an Ethiopian * countenance, ſecure 
from the betraying 'bluſh of ſhame, ——. 
There pyramids of regiſtered falſehood are 
always ready to convert legal right into 


oppreſſive wrong. There miſcreants bar- 


„ He has recruited his band of uffidavit-men' with 
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1 
ter their reptile ſouls for leave to dine, 


whoſe natural exiſtence is preſcribed to this 
diabolical regimen, beef, porter, and per- 


_ jJury—pexjury, porter, and beef—wretched 


beings, that have no alternative, but com- 
pelled to truck their ſalvation to fill a 
bladder and a fathom of gut! There the 
deſtruction of the defenceleſs widow and 
helpleſs orphan is hatched, nouriſhed, and 
matured into execution, with all the rapi- 
dity ef remorſeleſs infamy, by a brood of 
dzmons whom hell, over-gorged with fin, 
hath vomited forth from a nauſeated ſto- 


mach. There, Sir John, you may view 


legions of embodied huſſars, with the 
whole militia'knights of the pad and the 
Poſt accoutred, and armed cap-a-pee, with 
true Swiſs principles and courage, ready 
for all enterprizes, no matter whether to 
charge a man with debt, or diſcharge a 
piſtol.— The old philoſophical rule holds 
good on every occaſion, nothing. is unjuſt 
that's profitable——example and precepts 
are not wanting to encourage the moſt he- 
roic undertaking. - _ error tl 
Thus much, Sir John, for the rough 
caſt and out-lines of the character I am 
about to preſent you with.—I ſhall now 
come ſo near the life, that one touch of 


the Promethean torch will make Moloch 


"= ſtart 


13 


his eite? Wt: 
Mr. Pr—le, it ſeems, like a dull mule, 


kicks at the laſh which was intended as a. 


gentle correction, and appeals to the pub- 
lic from my rigid chaſtiſement, relying on 
their mercy for mitigation of my arbitra 

ſentence, © he declares himſelf no longer 
able to bare the ſcourge,” and with an in- 
trepidity of face, equalled by nothing but 
his principles, denies the whole charges 
alleaged againſt his /þozleſs and immaculate 
fame. I would not be thought cruel, at 
leaſt I will convince even this harmleſs ap- 


arge that I am not unjuſt—he ſhall 


ave juſtice at the bar of an injur'd com- 
munity, and nothing but juſtice. I will, 
therefore, put my integrity and candour to 
its full ſtretch, and lay my allegations be- 
fore that public, to whom he has ſo inju- 
diciouſly appealed, with a degree of ten- 
derneſs and probity which his heart is a 
ſtranger too. I have, in the courſe of my 
eſſays, ſeverely animadverted on Mr. Pr 
le's conduct; accuſed him of enormous 
robberies, frauds, perjuries, and forgeries 
it now becomes both my duty and incli- 
nation to prove the horrid allegations 
how far I ſhall acquit myſelf with that in- 


tegrity, which characteriſes an honeſt man, 


will 


ſtart from the canvaſs, and curſe me for 
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will manifeſtly appear in the courſe of theſs 


ſheets —Mr. Pr—le, appealing to the 
public in the Morning Chronicle of the 
firſt inſtant, poſitively. avers his unacquain- 
tance with Mr. Ballamy of Thame's-ſtreet, 
inaſmuch, that he ſolemnly declares, << he 
never heard of ſuch a man”, Mr. Bal- 
lamy's ſtory alone, is a chain of villainies 


ſo intricate and interwoven with fraudu- 
| lent devices of every ſpecies, that to reca- 


pitulate one half, would ſwell this letter to 


an enormous ſize——ſuffice it, therefore 


r 
to ſay, that Mr. Ballamy, in the ſpace of : 
a few years, has been robbed by this huſſar 
of law, and his troop of free-booters, of 
the 7r:fling ſum of 3000 l. by the following 
notable artifices, burglaries, and ſtra⸗ 
tagems. 8 be „ 
During Mr. Pr-—le's reſidence in the 
King's Bench, upon an attachment of cons 
tempt, he met with one Collins, a pri- 
ſoner, likewiſe for , ſame inconſiderable 
debts, and who was heir at law to a con- 
ſiderable eſtate, charged with an annuity 
payable to the mother, and the younger 
childrens fortunes. Mr. Pr—le adviſes 
Collins to become a bankrupt, and for 
that purpoſe, obtains .near one hundred 
pounds of his friends, upon the full aſſu- 
rance that the real ate would not be * 
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td thereby. Mr. Pr—le therefore ſet about 
to procure a petitioning, creditor, in the 
following curious manner : Bolland, and 
one Adderly, of infamous memory, &c. 
hac „ about that: time, defrauded ſome per- 
— of ſeven fine horſes, for which they 
ſtood indicted. One of theſe. worthies 
made 4 ſham ſale of the. horſes in 
queſtion, for about 1601, and a. note 


Was: accordingly given. by Collins, though 


the. horſes A er never delivered. c 
Upon this equitable footing, the boneft 
Ped teaſes became a creditor, and peti- 
tioned. 572 à commiſſion of bankruptcy, 
which; by Pr—le's managements, was 
readlily obtained, proſecuted, and fiich 
aflignees choſen as beſt ſuited his purpoſe. 
Soon after this tranſaction, Pr—e became 
acquainted with Thomas Hughes; then 
Clerk, to Mr. Ballamy, whoſe: inclination 
for ylang, to do him juſtice, was not 
Fabre Pr lee, Ballamy having 
ence. in his man Hughes, entruſted 
Kage "ht e laying, out large ſums of 
run i Dying e cue for Pr 
Hughes's budding knavery ſoon fiene 
into full- blown villainy; and he conſults 
Pr—le how a capital ſum might be raiſed.; 


on ſuch occaſion, Mr. Hughes diſcovered the 
| ſtrength of his: 6 man in the 
©. 
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kingdom could more readily aſſiſt him. 
Pr—le now ſets up Collins's real Eftate for 
ſale ; and Ballamy, not doubting Hughes's 
veracity,.. the aſſignees of Collins (crea- 
tures of Pr—le's fictitious creditors and 
inſolvents) make the aſſignment for a con- 
ſideration of about 2, 100 1. — by this 
notable tranſaction, Mr. Pre obtained 
2 capital booty. 

And now the petitioning e under 
this commiſſion, gets into priſon, and then 
aſſigns his debt of 1601. to other per- 
ſons, who took upon them to make appli- 


_ cation, by bill or petition, to the court, in 


order to ſet Ballamy's aſſignment aſide; the 
aſſignees are changed, and by à thouſand 
intricacies and-manceuvers of Pr—le's, the 
Eſtate is hung up in Chancery. However, 
T ſhall leave that particular open, and af- 
ford Mr. Pr—le time to recolle& and give 
an account of the diſtribution, he; Hughes, 
and the equitable aſſi gnees made to the cre- 
ditors, becauſe that is a point not yet aſ- 
certained. I ſhall content myſelf, for the 
preſent, with remarking the miſchievous 
conſequence of this bankruptcy.——The 


real and bone {fide creditors never received 
a ſhilling—the bankrupt himſelf is ruined 
and beggared—the mother broke her heart 


with grief—the younger children are * 
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fortunes out of the eſtate, and, finally, Mr. 


Ballamy is upwards of two thouſand pounds 
out of pocket. It may be anſwered, Sir 


John, that a reputable attorney, clones 
on the part of Ballamy, might ſet all theſe 


 artifices at defiance—T readily grant the 
juſtneſs of the imaginary ſuppoſition ; but 


what ſolicitor of reputation will be concern- 
ed in a cauſe, wherein he is ſure of being 
ſworn out of his Chriſtian name ?——a 


wretch, ſo loaded with infamy, every ho- 


neſt man in the profeſſion as ſtudiouſly 


| avoids, as he would an epidemical conta- 


gion; and thoſe of his own ſtamp, I 
mean thoſe that come neareſt him in vil- 
lainy *, have often been employed to no 
other purpoſe, than compleating the un- 
fortunate complainants ruin. In fine, Sir 
John, there are many more bankruptcies 
of the ſame complection, in which Mr, 
Ballamy has been a ſufferer; but the cir- 


cumſtances attending the negotiation of the 


different tranſactions, are chequered with 
ſuch ingenious perplexities, that it would 
take a folio volume, to unravel the moſt 


* Mr. Ballamy has already hid his pocket picked 


dy a ſet of ſecond rate Pr ——les; all of which, whe- 
ther of THigyes's Inn, or Lyon's Inn, had no 


more honeſty than HaTT, _ 
| T7. C2 _ acceſſible 


ed a-drift on the world for want of .their | 
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acceſſible out- lines. C44 it for the pre⸗ 
ſent ſuffice to ſay, that neither Mr. Bal- 
lamy, nor the pgor family in queſtion, ap- 
pear to me to be out of the reach of 725 
dreſs; and, if Mr. Ballamy, with the 
other injur'd parties, will ſo far rely on my 
judgment and integrity, as to permit me 
to recommend a ſolicitor, I will be anſwer- 
able there is a moral certainty of obtainin 
1 he laws in being are amply ful? 

cient ; an attorney of integrity and ſpicit 
only i is wanting. —By way of illuſtration ta 
the above ſuppoſition, that few attornies 
pf reputation will undertake to procure re- 
eſs, where the injury is committed b 
Pr—le, I ſhall relate one inſtance, amon f 
nany :——* Some time ſince Mr. Priddle 
rought an execution in Mr. Ballam 's 
tp in London, but for what legal de 
mand he knows not to this day. How- 
ever, Mr. Ballamy ſent for Mr. — an 
attorney of known probity, who, in the 
firſt +7 31h adviſed him to pay the mo- 


| Ney, and get rid of the villain at any 
genen Ballamy, therefore, im- 


plicitly followed his attorney's advice 
and tamely fuffered himſelf to be robhed 
of near one hundred Pounds. Had the 
Villain topped here, Sir John, I ſhould 
hold the tranſaction too barren of vice for 

a place 
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| ET. _ 
a place in this letter; theſe ierle ſlips 
are callow unfledged vilainies, practiſed 
every day by inferior Pr—les. In about 
a week or ten days after, Mr. Ballamy 


was with his wife at his houſe at 


Clapton, where he was again taken on a 
Cz Sa, notwithſtanding he had diſcharged 
the writ of Fi Fa, but a few days before, 
for the ſame pretended debt.——Theſe are 
actions, Sir John, that diſcover abilities ſuffi- 
cient to recommend a ſolicitor to the 
notice of every honeſt man in the king- 


dom. — But to return—we have now ſeen 


Ballamy robbed a ſecond time; and ſuch 
robbery attended with all the aggravating 


_ circumſtances of murder, in event. The 


brutal manner in which the executive part 
of this ſecond plunder was conducted, ſur- 
paſſes every thing I have met with, even 
Bein Pr.. The banditti, aſſailed Mr. 
Ballamy, in his chamber before himſelf 
or wife was up; nor could decency, 
Humanity, or intreaties, prevail on theſe in- 


| . hell- hounds to quit the room, whilſt 


rs Ballamy dreffed herſelf. In ſhort, 
this affair happened on a Thurſday morn- 
ing, and the Monday following Mrs. Ballamy 
abſolutely expired, declaring, in her laſt 
moments, ſhe received her death from the 
terror this dreadful gang of aſſaſſins had 
> thrown 
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thrown her into. This was the wife af 
Samuel Ballamy, Sir John, that-Pr—le 
has moſt audaciouſly denied any knowledge 
of, in the Morning Chronicle -of the firſt 
inſtant; however, to refreſh Mr. Pr—le's 
memory, and to put the matter beyond a 
| _ diſpute, I here preſent you with a moſt 
cogent certificate, the authenticity of which 
is as ne as | holy writ.” 


K now. all men * theſe preſents 
that: William P le of Red Lion Court 
Fleet. Areet ¶ London Gentleman in pur- 
ſuance of the award made by Edward Ben- 
ton Eſquire maſter on the plea fide in bis 
majeſty's court of King's Bench between Sa- 
muel Ballamy of . Thame's-ſtreet London 
Tronmonger and me the ſaid Wilkam 
P. e, bearing date the fourth day of 
this preſent November, have demiſed re- 
leaſed and forever quit claim and by theſe 
preſents do remiſe releaſe and forever quit 
claim unto the ſaid Samuel Ballamy Bis 
| heirs executors and adminiſtrators all and 
all manner of action and actions cauſe 

and cauſes of action ſuits bills bonds 
writings obligatory debts dues duties at- 
tempts ſum and ſums of money judg- 
ments executions extents quarrels con- 
_ Ws 
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troverſies treſpaſſes damages and demands 
whatſoever both in law and equity or other- 
wiſe howſoever which againſt the ſaid Sa- 
muel Ballam Jever had and which I my 
heirs executors or adminiſtrators ſhall or | 
may hereafter have claim challenge or de- 
mand for or by reaſon or means of any 
matter cauſe or thing whatſoever from the 
beginning of the world unto the fourteenth 
day of February now laſt paſt except as relates 
to the coſts of the ſuit in the ſaid award men- 
tioned In witneſs whereof I have here- 
unto. ſet my hand and ſeal the #wentreth 
day of November in the tenth. year of the 
reign of our ſovereign George the tbind by 
the grace of God, of Great Britain 
France and Ireland '#:nzt defender of the 
faith and in the year of var Lord one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fxty- nine. 
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receive in Pier ſuanice of rhe ſaid award 


Witneſs Son gf Lone, Jun“. 


what purpoſe they were demanded ard 


-ſcent of, and immediately diſpatched one 


1 * 1 


R ECRIVED the diy uffn, Ii with 
written of and from the within zamed Samuel 
Ballamy the two ſeveral fits of one hundred 
and ninety:fix pounds and five ſhillings and 
twenty-ſeven pounds which were chard 
and Fleet to. 25 1 by him to me by the 
award of the within named Edward Benton 
Eſquire within alſo mentioned and which 7 
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How that "as cceurnnlated, 1 for 


paid, no man living (Pr—le and his band 
of knights of the poſt excepted)” can ac- 
count for.—The Following 5 piece of vil- 
lainy I ſhall give you, Sir John, nearly in 
Mr. Ballamy's own words :—a little be- 
fore Midſummer laſt, Mr. Ballamy had a 
houſe to lett, ready furniſhed, at Clapton, 
which theſe induſtrious Gentlemen got 


of 
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Far} 
of their emiſfaries to treat for the ſame. 
The youth was of goodly appearance; 
newly inliſted into the troop, and wore 
the countenance of . honeſty._———Mr. Bal- 


amy, therefore, agreed to lett the houſe ; 


and ſent a woman down to clean and pre- 
pare it. But the old traders in iniquity, 
remembering the proverb, that delays are 
dangerous, determined not to put off till 
to-morrow; that which might be accom- 
pliſhed to-day ; therefore judged it unne- 
ceſſary to wait the tedious form of legal 

n; and upon this principle they 
poſted to Clapton, and applied to the ſer- 
vant for the key; ſhe, not dreaming that 
ſuch application was made without her 
maſter's knowledge, privity, or conſent, 
ſcrupled not to deliver it. The great 


point was by this ſtroke of policy gained, 


and the plunder followed with rapidity, 
A convocation was immediately held, at 
which were preſent the following illuſtri- 
ous perſonages; imprimis, the learned and 
notorious William Pr——le, attorney at 
law, the almoſt as infamous Mr. George 
W, then of Bartlett's Buildings, Hol- 


born, now of Wood-ſtreet Compter, with 


his fry of imps, Mr. v, clerk to 
Pr—le, and Mr. O, the ſuppoſed 
tenant... The plan being now ſetttled, the 

D robbery 
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robbery began with infinite compoſure, on 
terms, and in manner following: Mr. 
C —, the ſuppoſed 'tenant, made a 
regular fale of the goods, and his pious 
attorney took care that he, was not cheated. 
Ar. W, upon this occaſion, turned ap- 
praiſer, and, from a principle of equity, 
valued them at 40 l. though worth 1 50 l. 
another gentleman in the family became 
purchaſer, and Mr. W—, the broker, 
was left in poſſeſſion. of both goods and 
premiſſes, who could not be honeſt even 
to his friend. —Therefore Mr. Ballamy has 
the conſolation to ſee a fellow-ſufferer in 
the tranſactions, for MW, wading, thro' 
the whole piece of knavery,. received his. 
fee as auctioneer, and-afterwards cheated 
his friend and employer out of the 
whole.. But this is not all, the ſequel of 
the ſtory is more curiouſly alarming ; a lit- 
tle after this ſcene of villainy had been 
tranſacting, Mr. Ballamy went down to 
Clapton, and regained poſſeſſion of what 
he thought his own houſe; but, alas! 
every man is liable to errors, where: Pr— 
le is concerned; his art ſurpaſſes the ma- 
gic of Sancho's white wand. —Mr. Ballamy 
was inſtantly convinced that he had miſ- 
took the matter; for Mr. W—, &c. pre- 
| ferred a bill of indictment at * 5 

4 the 
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the enſuing ſeſſions, and convicted Mr. 
Ballamy of a forceable entry into his own 
houſe; and by ſwearing in the lump, 
caſt him in 201. damages for ſuch breach 
of the peace, and atrycious attack on an- 


other man's property. Perhaps Mr. Pr—le 


will take upon him to deny his having 
any hand in this buſineſs ; therefore, Sir 
John, it will not be amiſs to recount a 
trifling converſation that paſt between Mr. 
Ballamy and Pr—le, on the former finding 
the latter regaling -himſelf with a diſh of 
tea, in the newly acquired garden. —Mr. 
Ballamy. Ah! friend Pr—le, what! are 
you not hanged yet?“ Pr—le,——* No, 


Mr. Ballamy, I intend having a little more 


of your money firſt.” How prophetic 
Mr. Pr—le will prove, time only can ſhow. 
Yet, without the aſſiſtance of much divi- 
' nity, I will pronounce Mr. Pr—le's har- 
veſt over in that quarter. Mr. Ballamy 
has taken a nigkt⸗ pelt, a moſt effectual 
method to rid himſelf of this ignis fatuus, 
that has ſo often led him into the bogs of 
law.—He has, Sir John, purchaſed a 
commodity with an attorney Mr. Pr— le 
never dealt in, a little common honeſty. 

The next charge I ſhall exhibit againſt 


this ornament to ſociety, Sir John, . 


Ttobbery he committed in your own 
| : 2 * neigh- 
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neighbourhood, the particulars of whieh 
you are acquainted with, and I have rea- 
ſon to believe, is ſtill active in your me- 
mory. It ſeems that Mr. Mendez, who 
kept a toy-ſhop in Bow-ſtreet, Covent- 
garden, died poſſeſſed of near 10,000 l. of 
which property he had in bis life-time 
made a deed of gift of all the reſidue, after 
his debts ſhould be diſcharged, in favour 
of Mrs. Thackſton, who had lived with 
him as his houſe-keeper for many years, 
and in whom he put ſuch confidence, as 
to entruſt his W property to her care. 
—— On the death of this gentleman, ſhe 
took poſſeſſion of the effects in behalf of 
herſelf, and the deceaſed's creditors. The 
following affidavit will ſerye to lead more 
explicitly to the matter, | 


W Illiam. Penrice, late of Lambeth, jn 
the county of Surry, now of the King's 
Bench Priſon, gentleman, and Effa I ho- 
mas, of Whitchall, ſeverally ſay, and de- 
clare, that about fourteen or ſixteen days 
after the death of Mr. Manaſſes Mendez, 
on a Saturday Francis Evate came to the 
houſe of the ſaid William Penrice; and in 
the preſence of both Mr. Penrice and Mrs. 
Thomas, told Mr. Penrice that a gentle- 
| 5 man 
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man had died. and left property, and no 
friend or relation, aer had he made any 
will, and deſired Mr. Penrice to tell him 


viſed him to go to ſome eminent practiſer 
in the law, and recommended Mr. Mar- 
tin; but Evatt ſaid he would be inge- 
nuous with Mr. Penrice; he knew Mr. 
Penrice was acquainted with Mr. Priddle, 


what could be done. Mr. Penrice ad- 


and he muſt have ſuch an attorney, rox 


THAT A WILL MUST BI FRAMED, AND 
. HE KNEW MR. PRIDDLE COULD HELP HIM 
TO PROPER PERSONS/'TO. SWEAR TO IT. 
And the like diſcourſe was again: repeated 
the next morning 'by Mr. Evatt, at Mr. 
Penrice's houſe, in the preſence of both 
Mr. Penrice and Mrs. Thomas. 
Mr. Pearice ſays, that Mr. Evatt defir- 
ing him to go to Mr. Priddle's, he, on 
ſaid next morning (being Sunday) did go 
to Mr. Priddle's houſe, with ſaid, Evatt and 


Ann Beeforth (who calls herſelf Ann Bea- 


ford.)—Priddle not being at home, they 
went to Mr. Goodwin, the proctor and 
Evatt told him, that an expreſſion had been 
uſed by Mr. Mendez, relative to his in- 
tention of making a will, in favour: of Mrs. 
Bec forth, and that two perſons had heard 
it—but it had never been reduced to writ - 
ing. The Proctor ſaid, there ſhould en 

8 een 
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been three perſons.—Mrs. Beeforth then 
winked at Mr. Evatt - and Evatt faid, he 


believed there was a third perſon in another 


room, who might hear it.— And they gave 


the proctor half- a- guinea to enter a caveat 


the next morning, which the proctor pro- 
miſed to do. They then returned to Prid- 
dle's houſe, but could not find him. 


And then went to Mrs. Beeforth's, where 


ſhe requeſted a woman (who Mr. Penrice 
believes to be Ann Ducket) to ſwear to 
ſuch declaration of Mr. Mendez, in her 


favour, and Mr. Evatt did the like - but 


the woman refuſed, and declared, ſhe 


neither could nor would ſwear to any ſuch 


thing, for ſhe never heard any thing like 
it.— The next morning Beeforth, Penrice, 
and Evatt went to Priddle's houſe, and 
found him.— And there Evatt very openly 
told Priddle the whole ſtory; and that 
they muſt deſire his aſſiſtance . to procure 


one Perſon, at leaſt, to ſwear to the in- 
tended noncupative will, which he ſaid he 
would do; AND EXPRESSED AN IN TEN= 


TION TO PROCURE A DUTCH WOMAN, 
WELL KNOWN TO PEN RIC. — 
And then at Evatt's requeſt, Priddle 
drew the form of a noncupative will 


to be ſet up——but ſaid he would not 


part with it in his own hand-writing.— 
| Penrice 
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Penrice therefore copied i. but not car- 


ing that his hand- writing ſhould- appear, 


Evatt copied it frem his copy, and then 
Priddle's and Penrice's draft and copy were 


torn.— Then Beeforth, Priddle, and Pen- 


rice went to Beeforth's houſe, and after 


ſome private perſuaſion by Beeforth, ſaid, 


Ann Ducket and (as he thinks) one Mrs. 
Aldridge were perſuaded to ſign their 
names to it, but declared that they never 
would be perſuaded to ſwear to it. 

Both Mr. Penrice and Mrs. Thomas 


declare, that Mr. Priddle, Mrs. Becforth, 


and others, had (in their ace and 


hearing) ſeveral diſcourſes relative to this 


matter afterwards (when the difficulty of 
getting the ſaid will ſubſtantiated being 

ſtarted) Priddle adviſed, and it was agreed 
among them, THAT PRIDDTE SHOUID 


GET SOME JEWS TO ENTER CAVEATS, 
to harraſs and delay every creditor and re- 


lation, who ſhould apply for adminiſtration 
to the deceaſed and get poſſeſſion of the 
eee, left, or as much as they could, 
by every meaſure in their power, however 
violent or oppreſſive, and turn it all into 
money; and when legally called upon, 
THAT BEETOR TH, IN WHOSE NAME 
EVERY THING WAS To BE DONE, SHOULD 
ABSCOND INTO THE COUNTRY,—And as 


to 
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to Mr. Theakfton, who was in poſſeſſion 
of ſome part of the deceaſed's effects under 
a deed of gift to his wife, they determined 
to take them all away by force, and every 
other property he had, and load him, and 
all concerned for him, or with him, with 
actions; and by long jmpriſonment, terror, 
and poverty, force him to releaſe his inte- 
reſt and juſt demands for about $00 1. and 
pocket all the reſt.— And Priddle gave 
Penrice ten pounds, as an earneſt of a 


| farther acknowledgment, for the trouble 


he had becn at-in this buſineſs. N 


By the above affidavit of Penrice, Sir 
John, you'll underſtand the buſineſs was 
as well planned as executed. Without 
waiting the fedious fotm of Commons 
cant, Mr. Pre muſtered his LIE Guards 
at the head of which he entered. Mrs. 
Thaxton's houſe, and plundered it of 
jewels, watches, lace, clothes, and other 
valuables, to the amount of many thous - 
ſand pounds. During this ſcene of bur- 


glary, Sir John, you ſent Mrs. Thaxton 
Ata 


ce; and, 1 a laudable interpoſi- 


tion, protracted the perpetration of the 


robbery for ſome hours. But this troop of 


pioneers, 
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giſtracy has no Juriſdiction over his garm- 
16% midnight revels. He ſent his chief he- 
rald, Bolland, to acquaint you, if you was 


impertinently inquifitive, he had an odd 


writ, for a brace of thouſands, to quiet 
Zo LUST oY 

I ſhall not follow Mr. Pr—le through 
all the infernal inquiſitions wherein his 


fafor in fleſh, Mr. Bolland, depoſited the 


above lawful debtors 3 it will be ſufficient 
to remark, that yourſelf; if I miſtake not, 
became bail for Mr. Bond, your clerk, and 
the unfortunate Mrs, Thaxton is, at 'this 
inſtant, in the 'King's-Bench Priſon. 
Perhaps, Sir John, this adept at quib- 


bles will anſwer, not for that debt; 1 will 
therefore anticipate the quirk, and declare 
ſhe is not, becauſe the action bas been le- 


galy fuperceded. However, little conſ 

ation aroſe from that event—for previous 
to ſuch Super edeas, Mrs. Beeford had- 
again ſaluted the Holy Evangeliſt, and we 
find a detainer for 6001. lodged againſt 


her for money lent, at the ſuit of Beeford. 


How Mrs. Thaxton became indebted to 
Mrs. Beeford, in ſuch an enormous ſum, 
can only be accounted for by the inge- 
nuity of a Pr—le, when we conſider the 
only connection between theſe two ladies 
was ſunply this the former ee 
| Wn + 
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had the honour of giving the latter a clean 
late, and waſhing it after it was dirty. 
owever, both Priddle and Beeford ſtand 
indi cted upon this eguitable buſineſs ; the. 
former for his old offence, ſubornation of 


rjury, and the latter for perjury itſelf, It 
B that Mr. riddle will deny 
the approach of juſtice, and affirm my li- 
bellous intention ; I ſhall therefore, Sir 
John, Bre it from under his own hand, in 
_ the following notice: * 


London.] dle, on an indictment for 
ſubornation of perjury. 


Taxz notice, that I will perſonally 
appear at the next General Seſſions of Oyer 
and Terminer, to be held at Juſtice Hall 
in the Old Bailey, in the city of London, 
on * Wedneſday the twenty-ninth day of 
- April inſtant, and then and there will try 
my traverſe on the ſaid indictment. Dated 
the 22d day of April, 1772. 
To James Thaxton, and Mary 8 
his wife, the proſecutor and 
proſecutrix of the indi» _ 
Ment, W 


* 
* . 
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The King againſt William Prid- 


(Signed.) WILLIAM PRIDDLE; | 
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Tg recougt the numerous appendages 
attending this naviſh kranſactiop, Wh 
be a work of Infinite time and! on 
ſhall therefore diſmiſs the ſubject, 
adding a little maine circumſtance, þ 
key of a to the Whole. Indegendent 
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and ayaw thoſe goods likewiſe to be her's; 
- hut N 2 get at them Was 
the, queſtian; why,, Beeford again muſt 
be the inſtryment, who ane gives 
a warrant of attorney to cgufeſs ede 
by. virtue of; hien a freſh plunder en- 
ſued; but upluckily far the chen ſheriffs, 
they ate anſyrerable for the cifeRs to Mg. 

Thaxton; the only, comfort ſhe has Taye 
except, that of ſending” the offenders ta 
America. 

Mr. Priddle, —_— an audacity les 
to himſelf, takes occaſion to enlarge on his 
numerous habitations, viz. Chancery: lane 
and Rockergine, in Shropſhire, &. As he 
has a ſingular moe of obtaining every 
thing he poſſeſſes, I ſhall give you, Sir 


John, a brief account of his method of 


gaining poſſeſſion. of houſes. His town 


reſidence was originally a lodging. taken of 


Mrs. Vaughan by Mr. W——— ; (Prid- 
dle's character being ſo notorious, that he 
cannot even get a garret in his on name) 
by this device he got IN To the houſe. 
It next follows to ſhew how he got the 
legal owner our. Why, he proceeded 


regularly from the garret to the cellar, and 


took room by room, as the Turks did 


Teftament, which is generally bound in calf; and 
the only part he is acquainted with, 
Rhodes, 
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Rhodes inch by inch; and in the end, to 
accompliſh a compleat poſſeſſion, and rid 
himſelf of fo troubleſome a gueſt as the 
right owner, made one of his fiends (wear 
the peace againſt Mrs. Vaughan, and ſent 
her to the King's-Bench, where the re- 
mained for ſom̃e time. I cannot help 
obſerving, Sir John, that Mrs. Vaughan is a 
weakly Phcas woman, and the ruffian Col- 
lins, whoſe life was in ſuch imminent danger 


from her valour, is as magnified in fize 


as fin, For the benefit of landlords in 
general, it will not be an unſeaſonable 
hint to confeſs my doubts, not only about 


the legality of his obtaining poſſeſſion of 


houſes, but the honeſty with which he 
pays the rent.— In ſhort, Sir John, T 
ſhall not ſcruple to announce his having 
lived rent-free for ten years paſt, But as 
I am treating of his manſions, it would be 
injuſtice to pop by his country ſeat in ſi- 
tence. Wellington Spa owns at preſent 
this amiable attorney as its lawful maſter z 
—the premiſes conſiſt of an houſe, farm, 
&c. of the yearly rent of 5ol. One Mrs. 
Willet is, in equity, the proprietor, who 
being involved in ſome difficulties which 
had ariſen, in conſequence of a compli- 
cated contract ſhe had entered into with 
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J. H— and D. G. Mr. Priddle, who 
is ever watchful over the villainies of this 
pious age, and ready to defend and pro- 
tect the belpleſs widow, files an enormous 
long bill in Chancery, alſo another in the 
Exchequer, at. the ſuit of Dr. G—, to re- 
cover 2 a quibble to a ptetended 
right he had in equity, and obtains an at- 
tachment of contempt againſt poor Mrs. 
Willet. For want of abilities to anſwer, 

together with ſome. other pretty. ma- 
nœuvres, .ſhe was thereupon taken into 
. cuſtody; and Priddle making a merit of 

diſcharging her, prevailed on the deluded 
woman. to give him legal 8 
though he made uſe of the parties name 
in the ſuit, he had no authority for ſo do- 
ing ; and if he had, how came he to keep 
poſſeſſion theſe three years paſt, without 
even paying the rent. Mrs. Willet had 
occaſion . to ſue one Smith, a farmer, 
tenant of hers ; Priddle, while ſhe thought 
him honeſt, was her attorney, who, with 
amazing alacrity, purſued the debtor, and 
recovers fifty pounds damages, which re- 
mains unpaid his client to this day. 
Having thus given a brief account of his 
different habitations, it will not be amils 
to deſcribe the furniture with which theſe 
manſions are -decorated : ſome time fince 
NY * "a 
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he had fo far ingrätiated hiniſelf intö the 

3 of a tradeſman in tlie Strafid, as 
to perſuade the-credulous dupe he Was ca- 

pable of friendſhip,” notwithſtan ng Luft 

nite Wiſdom has fet 'a mark if HS cötifl- 


tenance, to warn the innocent * Patt of the 


creation agaitift the wiles of his-tohpiu 

This poor unthinking man was tvs ved 

in ſome difficulties, which nothing Kin 

extticate him from, in Pritdle's op 

oe 4 3 bankrußptc on 
therefore, an Jebewed 


Pride advice icitly, and ec 4 
warrant to nc fp ent on 1 ct: 
| 3 of which} at this inſtant, comp of | 


the furniture of His palace at- tlie 
What became r the refitlur, hebth 
Andr; alf 1 cin learn of tlie matter 
I $:46 this, tlie wrefched ob ect of 

fs Villain) was robbed of the whole—=nd 
comttüſſidn taken out, or money et. 
His dHyinig-rbdtn,” or rathef repblitor; If 
ſtolen odds, is decorated With! part of the 
Plunder | he got fromm Mrs: 'Thaxtoh's and 
with 'the ER addition of chat He 


took from iy Chambers im Gray LOL 


this Hecatomb is compleatly fitted u 

"every, thing , either uſeful or ord SHA, 
Mr. Priddle is poffeſſed, not only of all 
the thieving 0 ities of ' his” rufe ror, ot 
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all the faſhionable diſſipations of his bet- 
ters, added to his town and country. reſi- 
fidence, . he has his ſtud of 58 4 and 
brood mares. How he came poſſeſſed of 
ſo valuable an acquiſition, you may, Sir 
John, form ſome. idea from the following 
CUE : fifteen months ago I a plied to you 
about the grey mare he ſtole Noi ME, and 
nearly the ſame time Mr. Maddox of 
Withington, in Shropſhire, applied to me 
about a bay horſe he had ſtolen from HIM. 
Mr. Priddle's method of ſubſtantiating a 
doubtful demand, both for himſelf and 
chent, is not the leaſt curious part of 'his 
practice. Amongſt many inſtances it will 
anſwer the preſent purpoſe to particularize 
one, and for doing this, I have authority 
from David Roach, Eſq; who unfortu- 
nately met with Mr. Priddle in the King's 
Bench ; a priſon, like the grave, levels all 
diſtinction, and there Pridille, as atrarney 
general, laid hold of Mr. Roach, who 
employed him in ſome matters relative t 
the recovery of an eſtate. It is ſufficient 
for Mr. Priddle once to become aàutho- 
rized to act as an attorney for a than of 
property; he neyer quits Pie afterwards 
whilſt his effects, real or perſonal, will 
produce a guinea, as will appear, Sir John, 
in the ſequel of this ſtory, Mt. Roach 
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made an Fir ignment of ſome real eſtate to 
certain truſtees, of which Mr. Ballam 
was one, and the creditors of Mr. Roac 
received bonds from Ballamy, &c. for 
payment of Roach's debts, which bonds 
„ were left in the hands of Priddle. How- 
lg ever, I will not minutely enquire what be- 
. came of ALL theſe bonds, but leave you, 
„ Sir John, to DIVINE, from the ſample of 
J. | equity we meet with in the diſpoſition of 
| Fj. | the following one, viz. Mr. Kenny's who 
i at the time it was given had been paid 
| and was abroad—a circumſtance that lipt 
Capt. Roach's memory. Mr. Priddle ſteering 
by a peculiar line of integrity in this, as 
in every other action of his life, could not 
foreſee a tincture of injuſtice in ſuing Bal- 
lamy for the bond in the name of Kenny, 
and with affidavits ſufficient to paper the 
þ Manſion-houlſe, recovered the contents and 
all the coſts thereon,——1 ſhall not enu- 
' merate a fiftieth part of the villainies he 
a SEC xerciſed on Mr, Roach, who has hi- 
| | | Ong put up 'with the injuries, rather 
| 


. a wr 
53 


| than ſubject! bimſelf to the cenſure of his 
| friends, on account of fo diſteputable a 
| connection. — Somewhat above a year 
fince, Mrs. Pritchard, who on ſome occa- 

ions. paſſes for Priddle's WIr E, and on 

others for his FRIEND and gentle miſtreſs— 
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for inſtance, when he has cheated the. 
world of all he can, and ſpun out the full: 
length of his tether, he becomes bankrupt, 
and Mrs. Priddle, the wir E, {inks into 
Mrs, Pritchard, the friendly creditor; and 
a CAPITAL one too, for it is neceflary the 
ſhould be aſſignee to his valuable effects; 
and in this twofold capacity. ſhe now. 
ſtands, as will appear at the Secretary, of 
Bankrupts Office. By virtue of her a{lig- 
neeſhip, ſhe ſues out writs againſt whom 
Priddle ſhall think moſt. adviſeable 
the charges are in general laid for buſineſs 
done, he having. obtained his certificate 
(which indeed the Commiſſioners for a 
long time refuſed to certify, on account 
of the equitable face his bankruptcy wore) 
is admitted evidence in behalf of his cre- 
ditors, with a cloud of others equally no- 
torious, by which device he ſeldom fails 
obtaining a verdict.— But to return; Sir 
John, a demand is brought againſt Mr. 
Roach by this aſſignee in petticoats, this 
thing of rags—this bundle of clouts and 
perjury.—Indeed the matter feemed ſome- 
what difficult at firſt. Mr. Roach had 
employed an attorney of integrity and re- 
putation to defend him againſt attacks of 
this nature, but to a man of Mr. Prid- 

dle's ingenuity, * thing is familiar and 
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eaſy—if truth ſhould inperrinentiyipeep in 


his face, ſhe inſtantly faints at the ſteneli 
of petrjury. Few obſtacles with him out- 
live the hour of their birth, and few at- 
tornies can keep pace with him through 
the ſerpentine labyrinth of fiction. 
Therefore having ſworn a QUANTUM'SUF- 
Fieir, and obtained judgment by a train 
of infamy, he was now apprehenſive Capt. 
Roach would move the Court, to ſet aſide 
the judgment for illegal and irregular pro- 
ceedings, &e. and to guard againſt that 
mode of redreſs,” Mr. Priddle prevailed on 
one O. JM ——y *to'write a letter as 
© 3 
Jad et e ich. . ue a | 
in taking out the ſtains from the blotted reputation of 


every ſcoundrel in the xingdom. It was his virgin pers 


that attempted to emblaunch the fame of his late Proves. 
patron, Bolland — moved by the ſimilitude of character, 
and inſtigated by the intenfenels of hunger, he has un- 
dertaken to white<waſhhis preſent maſter and ROTE De- 
rok, Priddle.—The taſk; indeed is arduous . and I fear 
Priddle muſt procure a better ſcrubbing · bruſh than this 
hacknied minion, or be content to wear his Ethiopian 
countenance during the Dog - days — at beſt he will re- 
main a pye · ball But the virtues and perfection 
of this amiable ſecretary muſt for the preſent lie dor- 
mant, till we ſee what{degree of credit his elaborate pro- 
duction will gain from a diſcerning publjc.—lIt ſhall then 
become my province to applaud his merit, or queneh his 
thirſt, for immortal fame. In doing which, perhaps, I 
ſhall fo embelliſb the work, that its author will be out of 
love with ornaments in VERSE or PROYE for evermore. 


from 
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from the faid Mr. Roach, pur gbr fing tu Se 
letter of " athnowledgmait that ſuch d 
mand wat e now thetaſk bees 
too hard for” Mr. M-, he did nr 
chuſe to ſubſtribe the* name of 7 
Reach.-Priedlte © not difmayed at 
triffing an event, replies, ift Richard's 
ſtile,” © Henceforward WII . * Witt 


EKtiaves of leſs circumſpecrion Safe 
- me who pry pd OY FEY -witY 
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wid bil ſubſtribed and ſworn to itt Led 
khan an hour after by Pride} or ſoiné oP 
his writing friends: — It wilt be foreſtal- 
ing your n judgment, Sir fön, to ac- 
quaint you this' ſlzoles of getleralihip con- 
ſolidared"the demand; I only mean td 

form you, Priddle + received: the caſ i 

Tf this kid of ingetiuity is on any oceaſtor | 
aiſecrworthy;- it is certiinly* meritorious 1 
m'-the following inſtance MI Priddde II}! 
me about twelve mbnths ago ſet his heart 
n a Bauble of 304. value; he therefbte | ll | 
ok à reſolution to purechaſe iti and agree N 
able to his uff way of pr ben, ng every. = 
thing he poſſefies;” extcepk his conſeictve; il 
made a ſhort and rapid argain. He Gb⸗ it 
tained the commodity under ptetenee of | 
examining its — and made” pays 
ment 
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ment for it by a long affidavit, that be 
bad no knowledge of the owner; and by. 6 
way. of a FULL, receipt, provides another 
affidavit, which proved, as clear as truth 
could teſtify, the * owner had made, 


the trifle, in queſtion, a preſent. 


There are a ſneaking kind of traders, 


called Taylors, that Priddle has an utter 
abhorence too therefore he is conſtrained. 


to ſeek other methods of adorning his 
beautiful perſon—he is not deſtitute of 
taſte, even in dreſs, and we ſee him the 
firſt day of term, taudry as a INT As 
or a a frollin player, 
His gaudy caſe contains. a naſty fout, 

_ Like filthy excrement in gilt cloſe-ſtool, 
He ſeems to have no paſſion. for external 
blackneſs—the fable is all within.——For 
brevity ſake, Sir John, I: can afford you 
hut one view of his wardrobe at preſent. 
It contains variety of rich laced, embroider- 
ed, and plain ſuits, with immenſe quan- 
tities of fine laces, ſilk hoſe, Holland 
ſhirts, &c. &c. &c. of which an unfor- 
tunate young gentleman lately RETURNED 
from India, and a more unfortunate lady 
lately Gone to priſon, was, by injudiciouſly 

putting confidence in him, robbed. 
There is ſomething ſo baneful in the nature 
of Mr. Priddle, that even his friendſhip is 
more 
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more pernicious than his enmity ; and 
thode ho confide in the former, receive 
more ſtabs than thoſe who have cauſe to 
dread the latter..—Hence it is that he is 
never truſted a ſecond time, even by thoſe 
. moſt affinanced from the double ties of 
intereſt and knavery. No man in the 
kingdom can boaſt an equal loſs, without 
the chance of an adequate profit. He 
has forfeited the good word of every ho- 
neſt man, without gaining the eſteem of 
every ſcoundrel---whilft he poſſeſſes every 
ul quality that diſgrace human nature, 
without the extenuating allay of a good 
one. | 0 
Mr. Priddle finding himſelf thus pur- 
ſued, and that no corner of the kingdom 
is open for the future exerciſe of his fa- 
tents, has poſted to town to finiſh his le- 
gerdemain of villainy, and with a metho- 
diſtical ſanity, the crafty knave prates of 
honeſty ;—ſo ſtrumpets who have ſpent a 
life of lewdneſs, turn bawds by way of 
repentance. Grown old in fin, and glut- 
ted with plain enormities, this epicure in 
vice has provided himſelf with a freſh. 
book of cookery ; and we find him, Sir 
John, inviting cuſtomers, by a bill of 
fare 'to the Glowing purport, viz. 
ek Us „ 


L 

By That hekinglomabounds with villains 
ofisvety denomination ; that juſtice 

In ꝓurſuit af vice; that; many fraudulent 
gommiſſions of bankruptcies are daily 10 
to cheat fair honeſt men; that perjury 
Houxiſbes to the diſgrace of the, a mg 
and that Mr. Robert uren e maſt 
infamous of all villains; that he has de- 
Wee — world of 30, 00 l. in the 
WE ek mern, 11 e eee the 


N in bim wall have 1 4 courſe 
of this letter given so PROOF of his ta- 
legts in the bankrupt way, and promiſe 
the public a much larger portion ſpeedily. 
The evils this gentleman gf the lau com- 
plains of are not imaginary ones, nor, do I 
doubt his haying the plan to deſtroy them 
—FOR IT WAS READY PLANNED, ANY 
WROTE To HIS HAND, AMONGST THE 
PAPERS HE TOOK FROM MY CHAM» 
ERG 


But why had not this gen- 
tleman 


F 
tleman of the law, Mr. Solicitor Prid- 
dle, grown honeſt by an earlier day. 
He is going apprentice to virtue, with 


the hoary emblems. of vice ſeated on his 
' brow, ——If this gentleman of the law 
| Intends a REFORMATION in good ear- 


neſt, he might indeed make ſhort. work 
on't, and remove the nuiſance effectually;; 
it will be only cleanſing his own fink 


of infamy, from whence all thoſe com- 


plaints poſitively or virtually ſpring. IN 


HIM we view the great reſervoir of per- 


dition, reeking hot contagion on all who 


approach, Shall the villainous.cavss then 


be eſteemed a proper REMEDY Will men 
of your acquaintance with the world, and 
knowledge of human nature, give credit 


to ſo bare-faced an impoſtor, who has ſo 


repeatedly and recently ſtabbed every mor- 
tal part of ſociety ? No, Sir John, I have 


unpeeled this amiable member of the law 


l have inſtructed this ſweet nut, ready 
for juſtice, to crack. — But this ſtratagem 
is his dernier reſort; he ſets at bay, like 
a hunted ſtag, gaſping for the laſt breath, 
which all his efforts will protract but to 


"= ſhort date. | 
Ho dare the impious wretch attempt 


forgery of this glaring complection ? Have 
I not detected him in every ſpecies of per- 


Jury, 


; [ 42 ) | 
jury, fraud, forgery, and robbery that is 
1 


to be found in t 
greſſion? 


Let this gentleman of the law ſtand 


catalogue of tranſ- 


forth and declare himſelf to the public 


the buſineſs wears a pleaſing and benefi- 
cial face. No gentleman of the law need, 
like an Italian bravo, ſculk behind the 
fable curtain of aſſaſſination - and for 
his encouragement, Sir John, I hereby 
declare, that all printers and publiſhers, 
of what denomination ſoever, have, and 
always ſhall have, full and free authority 
to publith my name and place of abode at 
full length—and that I will not commence 
or proſecute any ſuit or ſuits of law on 
account of any libel, provided that ſuch 
printers and publiſhers will be anſwerable 
for the truth thereof, when they ſhall fo 
print and publiſh. | | 
After this fair and candid declaration, I 


ſhall reſt aſſured, that whatever may ap- 
pear againſt me, without a name and 


place of abode fairly: ſubſcribed, will, by 
a liberal minded community, be deemed 
an infamous, baſe, and cowardly attempt 
to leſſen my credit with the public, and a 
cloke to ſcreen the miſcreants in queſtion, 
from the juſt reward due to their unpa- 


The 


ralelled crimes. 
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The gentleman whom this reptile would 
ſtigmatize as my colleague, is happy in an 
unſullied reputation---he is known and 
_ eſteemed by the honourable part of the 
profeſſion his fame is ſhielded from the 
ſtabs of a dark aſſaſſin, by that caſe-har- 
dened coat of mail, integrity——and all 
the impotent attempts of a Priddle, to 
leflen that integrity, he holds the greateſt 


ornament to his character. In ſo ſhocking 


a light does Mr. C view Priddle, 
that nothing could have induced him to 


become his proſecutor, had not the rob- 


bery committed on Mrs. Hudſon, inſpired 
him with an honeſt indignation. It was 


to ſnatch a helpleſs woman from the paws . 


of ſo unmerciful a ſayage---to alleviate 
the affliction of one, whom his bare op- 
preſſion had overwhelmed with miſery, 


that inſtigated Mr. C to level his name 


with a Priddle; and I hope he will fo far 
prevail, as to reſtore a friendleſs woman 
that comfort Mr. Priddle's villainy has 
long with-drawn from her,—But ſuch is 
the tax, Sir John, every reputable attorney 
is ſubject to, who has ſpirit enough to 
encounter this hyzna of the law. 
As to myſelf, Sir John, I could wiſh 
every action of my life was fairly canvaſ- 


(cd. —Whateyer completion my conduct 
87 


2 wears, 
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wears, F am fo exceedingly partial to its 
colour, that fo far from defiring it veiled, 
I ſhall ſeek every opportunity of urging a 
public review; and it will give me infi- 
nite fatisfa&tion to fee the taſk begun.— 
Whenever that event {ſhall happen, I will 
moſt chearfully undertake my own juſti- 

fication, with candour and veracity. | 
I believe, Sir John, of all the robberies 
this Tirpin of the age ever committed, 
that committed on me was the moſt gen- 
tleman-like.— He really took pains in the 
work, and did not turn it out of his 
hands in a flovenly manner. This, Sir 
John, was none of your bungling half- 
finiſhed jobs —and no man, but myſelf, 
would have been unreaſonable enough to 
complain of a buſineſs ſo maſterly exe- 
cuted.—Therefore I ſhall give it as a ſam- 
ple for every petty-fogger in England to 
copy after. The profefſion is not remark- 
ably ſtocked with dunces; and for the be- 
refit of mankind, in general, we may hope 
to ſee a few of thoſe tranſations every 
term. | | 
Mr. Priddle had proved ſo ſucceſsful in 
Bow-ftreet, that he begun to think all 
thoſe little quirks, tricks, and artifices in 
law, if not leſs profitable, were more te- 
dious and uncertain than down right 
© | houſe- 
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houſe- breaking. This reſolution fixed, it 
only remained to look for the moſt pro- 
miſing booty. — Report had furniſhed him 
with the contents of my chambers for 
the ſcoundrel never was admitted to ſee 
them.— The account pleafed him, and 
further ceremony was uleleſs, On or 
about the 18th day of June, being the 
taſt day of the term preceding the long 
vacation, Mr. Priddle, Mr. Bolland, and 
divers. men in their ſuit, entered the 
chambers, and after breaking open every 
door, every cabinet, drawer, or other 
place where there were a probability of 
finding any thing, they left about twenty 
men in poſſeſſion, who amuſed themſelves 
(being a moſt accompliſhed rabble) with 
tinkling a guitar, jingling a harpſicord, 
whiſtling on a flute, viewing the buſts of 
the ancients, reading Milton, Pope, Se- 
neca, and ſome other ob/olete authors 
the Whole Duty of Man was abſent. 

In ſhort, not only the particulars above- 
mentioned were taken away, but all the 
furniture, papers, wearing-apparel, and 
every thing that could be torn from the 
brick walls.—And when I had the u- 
rance to enquire the cauſe of ſuch liberty, 
it was anſwered, Mr. Priddle was my 
lawful creditor, and had taken that me- 


thod 


Ch 
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1494.1 "Is 
thod to pay hjmſelf.——Mr. Priddle and I 


ſeemed of oppoſite opinions on-the ſimple 


queſtion, debt or no debt—and the mat- 
ter was left to the determination of the 
court of King's-Bench.—-That determina» 
tion was made laſt term, ſo far in my fa- 
vour, that the judgment is ſet afide—the 
theriffs ordered to reſtore my property 
Mr. Priddle ordered to pay my colt. — 
And what ſtill oc Rs the /ega/ity of 
his demand, he ſtands attached by the 
court for an abuſe of its proceſs—whe- 
ther he is guilty of ſuch abuſe or not, 
will appear from the following affidavit ; 


Tur 18th day of June laſt, to the beſt 

of the deponent's remembrance of the 
time, being the laſt day of laſt Trinity 
term, except one, he, the deponent, 
received a note in writing from Mr. Ja- 
cobs, the attorney, informing the depo- 
nent, that a notice, in writing, in a cauſe 
wherein Mr. Priddle was ſaid to be plain- 
tiff, and the deponent defendant, had been 
alt then left for him, the ſaid Mr. Jacobs, 


and directed to him as the deponent's at- 


torney, but dated the 1 5th June, ſpecify- 
ing, that a declaration was filed againſt 
this deponent, at the ſaid Priddle's ſuit, 
e in 


T1 #2] 

| Ih an action of treſpaſs upon the caſe arid 
ſeveral promiſes, and that the deponent 
was required to plead. thereto in four 
days; and intimating his the ſaid Mr. 
| Jacobs's ſurpriſe thereat, he, the ſaid Ja- 
cobs, ſaying he knew nothing of any ſuch 
action, and thereby defired the deponerit 
to enquire into the matter thereof, or to 
that effet.—And the deponent further 
faith, that in a few hours afterwards he, 
the deponent, was informed, that the ſaid 
Mr. Priddle, with James Bolland, ſome 
time ago an officer to the ſheriff of Mid- 
dieſex (but who, as the deponent is in- 
formed and believes, was at that very time 
ſuſpended for miſconduct, and hath not 
ſince been permitted to act as an officer 
and divers other perſons went to the de- 
ponent's ſaid chambers on the ſaid 18th 
day of June, and that 'Mr. Bolland broke 
open all the inner doors thereof, and le- 


vied an execution at Mr. Priddle's ſuit, 


on the whole of the ſaid goods and furni- 
ture there, as the goods and furniture of 
the deponent's, by virtue of a warrant 
upon a writ of Fieri Facias, appearing to 
iſſue on judgment, received by the ſaid Mr. 
Priddle againſt the deponent, in debt and 
market to levy 194 l. 10 8. and returnable 
the then next day; and that Bolland, 

ns after 
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after ſuch levy, took the keys of, the 
outer doors from the deponent's ſervant, 


and then left or more men in pol- 
ſeſſion of the ſaid goods and furniture.--- 


And the deponent being greatly ſurprized 


at ſuch information, cauſed enquiry to be 
made if the {aid Mr. Priddle had received 
any ſuch judgment, and in what manner, 
and for what pretended cauſe of action, or 
under what ſhadow of pretence he had 


| ſued ont ſuch writ of Fi Fa, and was in- 


formed, and believes, that Mr, Priddle in 
Eaſter vacation laſt, ſued out an attach- 
ment of privilege, at his own ſuit, againſt 
this deponent, and two other perſons in 
London returnable the firſt return in Tri- 
nity term; and that common bail was fil- 
ed for the deponent in the ſaid term, at 


the ſaid Mr. Priddle's ſuit, with the name 


of Jacobs thereto, as the deponent's at- 
torney and that Mr. Priddle had, in 
the ſame term, filed a declaration againſt 
the deponent at his own ſuit, in debt, 


upon a mutuatus, for 190 l. money bor- 


rowed, and had aſſigned judgment upon 


the faid declaration for want of a plea, and 


ſued out the ſaid Fi Fa thereon, and had 


alſo filed another declaration, at his;own 
ſuit, againſt the deponent, of one hun- 


dred and forty- - folios as indorſee of . 
mh 35 l 
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ral bills of exchange or notes of the dep6-- 
. nent's, or with his name thereon, or 
thereto ;. all which bills or notes the de- 
ponent verily believes bear date reſpective- 
ly ſeveral years ago z and that ſubſequent 
to the making thereof; the deponent 
hath obtained a certificate under a com- 
miſſion of bankruptcy againſt him.— And 
the deponent further ſaith; that he there- 
upon ſent to Mr. Jacobs thereabout, who 
wrote for anſwer, that he, the ſaid Jacobs, 
never heard of Mr. Priddle's action againſt 

the deponent; till the day the execution 

was levied; when he, the faid Jacobs; re- 
_ ceived the notice alluded to in his former 
letter; that he had ſince ſeen Mr. Priddle, 
and that Mr; Priddle had promiſed to do 
nothing till he; the ſaid Jacobs, had ſeen 
this deponent, or to that effect —and 
which account of the ſaid Mr. Jacobs, he, 
the deponent, verily believes to be true. 
And the deponent further faith, that he 
never borrowed any money whatſoever 
of Mr. Priddle, or ever executed any war- 
rant of attorney to him to confeſs judg- 
ment in any ſuch action, or is, or ever 
was, to his, the deponent's knowledge or 
belief, indebted to Mr. Priddle ;z——and 
_ poſitively ſaith, that he, the deponent, 
never gave the ſaid Mr. Jacobs, or any 

5 H other 
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dhe laid Mr. Priddle, procured ſome per- 


5 L 
other perſon, any authority or direction to 
appear for him, the deponent, at the plain- 
tiff's ſuit; and that he, this deponent, 
was not ferved with, or ever heard of the 
ſaid writ ot proceſs, or ever received any 
information that any ſuch writ or proceſs, 
or any writ or proceſs had been ſued out 
at the ſaid Mr. Priddle's ſuit againſt this 


deponent; ot ever received any notice, or 


ever heard of any declarations or declara- 
tion being filed againſt the deponent at the 
ſaid plaintiff's ſuit, or any other proceed- 
ings againſt him, the deponent, therein, 
till after the faid Fi Fa was ifſued and 
executed; as aforeſaid, fave from the ſaid 
Mr. Jacobs's ſaid firſt letter, and which 
he received but a few hours before the 
ſaid levy was made, as aforeſaid. And 
the deponent verily believes, that Mr. 
Priddie being determined to get poſſeſ- 
fion of the deponent's faid godds and fur- 
nitute, and relying on the deponent's ina- 
bility, being a bankrupt, as aforeſaid, to- 


_ call him, the ſaid Mr. Priddle, to account. 


for the fame ; either did himfelf. file com- 
miſſion- bail for the deponent at his ſuit, 


and put the name of Jacobs as the dopo- 


nent's attorney thereto, without the ſaid: 
Jacobs knowledge or conſent ; or that he, 


22 ſon 


3 
fon ſo to do; and the ſaid Mr. Priddle fo 
declared in debt to get execution, with- 
out the tedious form of executing a writ 
of inquiry of damages, and giving a rule 
thereon; and did not give either the ſaid 
Mr. Jacobs or the deponent, any notice or 
information of the ſaid declaration in debt 
being filed, that the deponent might not 
wage his law, or otherwiſe defend him- 
ſelf againſt the ſame, and thereby prevent 
him, the ſaid Mr. Priddle, from getting 
poſſeſſion of the deponent's goods and fur- 
_ -niture, as aforeſaid. And this deponent 
further ſaith, that upon his enquiring-how 
Mr. Bolland was empowered and became 
employed to levy the ſaid execution (being 


ſuſpended as aforeſaid) he, the deponent, 


-was informed, and verily believes, that 
Mr. Priddle, being aware that none of the 
meriffs bailiffs would ſuit his purpoſe, in 
the ſaid buſineſs, ſo well as Bolland, went 


"himſelf to the ſheriffs office with the ſaid 


Fi Fa, and inſiſted that a writ- thereon 
ſhould be made to Bolland; and that the 
clerks refuſing ſo to do, that he, the ſaid 
Mr. Priddle, to obtain the ſame, gave 
: Jame indemnity, or undertaking, to ſave 
the ſheriff harmleſs, reſpecting the ſaid 
\ buſineſs. And the deponent further ſaith, 
he hath been informed, and verily believes, 


4 | that 
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that Mr. Bolland hat 
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that after Mr. Bolland had taken poſſeſſion 
of the ſaid goods and furniture, under 
the pretence, and in the manner aforeſaid, 
he, the ſaid Bolland, kept from ten tp 
fifteen, and ſometimes more men in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the ſame—and that ſuch men 
behaved extremely ill, and committed 


great outrages and violence therein; and 


that Mr. Bolland, after continuing in poſ- 
ſeſſion ſix or ſeven days in that manner, 
ſtripped the faid chambers, and carried the 
hole of the ſaid goods and furniture, toge- 
ther with all the deponent's books, papers, 


writings, and memorandums of great con- 
ſequence to the deponent, away, and then 
turned the deponent's ſaid maid-ſervant . 


out of the chambers —locked pp the ſame, 
and took away the keys thereof; and that 
he hath ever fince kept and ſtill keeps the 
ſame.— And the deponent is alſo informed 
and believes, that although the Sheriff 
_ ' hath nat made any bill of fale, or other 


diſpoſal of the ſaid Nase and furniture, 
permitted a conſi- 
derable part thereof to be taken away by 


the ſaid Mr. Priddle, and ſeveral other 


perſons.—And the deponent further faith, 
he hath been informed, and believes, that 


a ſpecial plea is filed for the deponent to 


„ „„ out 


n 
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out a counſel's name. thereto) with the 
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name of Jacobs, as the attorney. for the 
deponent thereon; but doth not belieye 


the ſaid Jacobs filed, gr cauſed the ſaid 
ae to be filed, he, the deponent, not 


aving given the ſaid Jacobs any directions 


ſo to do; or to take ſuch declaration out 


3 Priddle, Gentleman, one, &c. 


King's-Bench. F againſt Holloway. 


Rirchars Jacobs, gentleman, maketh 
oath, and faith, that on the 18th day of 


_ June laſt, he received a notice, in writing, 
in this cauſe, purporting, that a declara- 
tion was filed in an action of treſpaſs upon 


the leaſe, and requiring the defendant to 
plead thereto in four days, otherwiſe 
judgment. And this deponent being 
much ſurpriſed thereat, ſent immediately 
to Mr. Robert Holloway (ſuppoſing him 
to be the defendant) adviſing him there- 
of; and in a ſhort time afterwards receiv- 


ed a line from him, acknowledging the 


receipt of the deponent's meſſage ; and 
informing this deponent, that he, the ſaid 


Mr. Holloway, was ſoon afterwards made 
acquainted with its contents in the fulleſt 
manner, or to that effect. And this de- 


ponent 
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4 ponent further faith, on the 19th day of 
| June, aforeſaid, he, this deponent, faw 
one of Mr, Priddle's clerks, and upon 
enquiting of Him about the ſaid notice, 
and defiring him to acquaint Mr. Priddle, 


| N that this deponent as not concerned for 
1 the defendant as his attorney; — he, the 


Hou faid clerk, informed this deponent, that 
. 5 Mr. Priddle had ſigned judgment in an 
118 Action at his ſuit againſt Mr. Holloway, 
and had levied an execution thereon, in 
his chambers, the day before, or to that 
effect. And this deponent, on the next 
| day, met Mr. Priddle, and -addreffing him 
q in the like manner, and telling him to 
b the like purport, he, the ſaid Mr. Priddle, 
"replied, that he thought this Yemen 


Witt! was concerned for the defendant, for that 
Ik *  __ ES nan appeared on the bail- 
„ Piece filed for the defendant, at his, the 
aid Mr. Priddle's ſuit, as the defendant's 
1 attorney; and that one Wilſon had in- 
„ formed him, the ſaid Mr. Priddle, that 

= "this deponent was concerned for the de- 
1008 -fendang, as his attorney, or to that effect; 
111 Ws but Mr, Priddle did not inform this depo- 
5 "nent, that he, the ſaid Mr. Priddle, had 
* levied ſuch execution. And this deponent 
We! further faith,” that he, this deponent, was 
1900 never employed by the defendant, to file 

= | bail 

= 

= 
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bail for him at the plaintiff's ſuit, or 
otherwiſe defend him in the ſaid action 3 


nor did he, this deponent, or any perſon 
for him, by his direction, or with his 


knowledge, privity, or conſent, file bail 


for the ſaid defendant, at the ſuit of . 
ſaid plaintiff, or any other perſon; 
did he, this deponent, ever ſee, or _ 


ever informed of any writ or uw being 
againſt the 
_— or he, this deponent, or 


ſued out by the ſaid plainti 


rſon belonging to him, to his 
kids edge. or belief, ever receive or hear 
of any other notice in the faid cauſe, than 
the wa aforeſaid ; or had any other 
knowledge or information thereof, or of 


proceedings at the plaintiff's ſuit 


againſt the defendant, till after the faid 
execution was levied, as aforeſaid,- than 
from the ſaid notice. And this deponent 
further ſaith, he is e weg a letter 
from Mr. Holloway, that a 4 plea i is 
filed for him, the ſaid Mr. — — 


the ſaid declaration, at the plaintiff's ſuit, 


in treſpaſs upon the caſe, with this depo- 
nent's name, as the attorney to ſuch plea; 
but the deponent ſaith, he did not either 
file, or cauſe the ſaid lea to be filed, or 
ever heard thereof, till he received ſuch 


information from the ſaid Mr. Holloway ; 


nor 
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nor hath the deponent appeared, or acted, 
in any reſpect as attorney for the ſaid Mr. 

| Holloway in the ſaid action, or had any 
other knowledge thereof, than as afore- 


\ 


. On the above affidavits; with many - 
Ink more in ſupport of the charges, the mo- 
I . tion was made, and Mr. Priddle ordered 
N to ſhew cauſe the firſt day of the enſuing 
„ term. When that term came, and was 
far advanced, Mr. Hughes, his clerk, en- 
larges the rule, upon an affidavit, that 
Mr. Priddle, and his lady, were in Wales— 
that the roads were very dirty, which im- 
q HPeded his journey.—By this, and fifty other 
tricks of the like nature, the matter was 
put off till the very laſt day of the ſame 
M term when Mr. Priddle endeavoured to 
[| | ew cauſe by his counſel, with an affidavit 
| of one hundred and thirty ſheets —His 
| worthy colleague; Bolland, followed his 
example, and attempted to ſnew cauſe' by 
His counſel—and now, for a few mo- 
1 ments, the affair became truly laughable; 
. Mr. DuxxING (My counſel.) “ My 
| "Pa Lords, my two learned brethren: are, on 
"nt this occaſion, the repreſentatives of two 
Fill gentlemen well known to your: Lordſhipg—- 
WH! | Meſſrs. Bolland and Priddle.—My Lords, 


Mr. 


t 5 1 

Mr. Priddle icquaints your Lordſhips, A - 
could not come from Wales; becau 
roads fire dirty.— I believe your Lord- 
ſhips are not to learn; all roads are dirty 
that Priddle | travels: However; my Lords, 
notwithſtatiding the dirt, I believe he will 
ſoon return to Wales again. ; 

Mr. Bolland, your Lordſhip > rltmetitbG} 


ts have ſeen + few: da "ago, Lack thous ght 


proper to ſend him from whence He ca 
(the Compter). ie will TRAVrI too; 
my Lords, but not quizz ſo far as Wales,” 
&c, &c: ue facetious and learned 


advocate was not void of truth in the con- 
jecture relative to Bolland his next tb 


ney- was indeed very ſhort of Wales; n 
do I believe the travels of his ſurvivin 


eo- partner will exceed Paddington on ſome 


future excurfion If I miſtake not, Sir 
John, forgery is the ſtraight road. I ſhall 
— how far it will help! him on 
is jou 
17 is farpritlh Sir Icht, that When I 
hive: recounted the nature of his Dy 
on me (even to attornies) J cannot inve 
my hearers with an idea of the matter. 
Indeed T think' a want of comprehenſion, 
in this inſtance; is a compliment to the 
1 EART; though none to the HEAD; nor 


d6 1 believe my readers, at large; will dif- 
| I cover 


of 
— — 
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cover more ſagacity. A recital, therefore; 
of a few material ſteps, neeeſſary to be 


taken in ſuch a buſineſs, will, in ſome 


meaſure, aid an explanation. þ 
When Mr. Priddle has reſolved on the 
gains of the day, and pointed out the mart 


of commerce to his different clerks, fac- 


tors, and porters, the executive part ſeems 
the next object of attention. He there- 
fore ſues out a writ (no matter for what 
ſum, that particular is, in general, guided 
by his own neceſſity, or the amount of the 
property he is about to invade).— This 
writ is committed to the care of a PROPER 
perſon, who returns in a ſhort time, and 
makes oATH- that he has ſerved the defen- 
dant with a true copy thereof, (though, by 
the bye, both his perſon and place of 
abode is totally unknown to this p:ous ſon 
of perditien) a declaration is filed in the 
office—a plea likewiſe demanded—a writ of 
enquiry executed - judgment ſigned—and 
execution taken out inſtantly; all which 
the defendant is as ignorant of, as he was 
of the SERVICE. And the matter is ge- 
nerally contrived ſo as to have the H Fa 


| levied the laſt day of a term, that no court 


may be open for an enquiry. In this con- 
ciſe way, hundreds are annually plundered 
of their all; and ſhould they, like me, 
1 2 attempt 


1 


attempt to call the raſcal to account—why, 


ten or twenty writs are taken out to ſecure 
the perſon, who js ſent to prifon to re- 
pent ſuch daring preſumption. Theſe hor- 


rid depredations, Sir John, originate in 


that dreadful and moſt alarming vice, per- 
jury, on which ſubject I ſhall not preſume 
to comment, after it has been treated with 


ſuch extenſive abilities, and its horrid ten- 


dencies painted, with ſuch powerful energy, 
to the Grand Jury of Weſtminſter, which 
will remain, till time ſhall be no more, as 
a perpetual honour to Sir John F iclding. 
I ſhall only obſerve, that more of this 
commodity is expended in one year, in one 
houſe, and by one man, than Duke's- 
Place, Woolpack-alley, and the Old 
Bailey can ſupply in an age.—In ſhort, Sir 
John, melt down all the Jews in Chriſten- 
dom, drain off the ſuperfluous dreſs of ho- 
neſty, and the villainy left, will not be 


ſufficient to create one Priddle, or coun- 


teract his perjury.— I am ſorry to quit you 
Sir John, for ſuch infamaus 4 , 


but, by your leave, I muſt turn to Priddle 


for a moment, and demand his anſwer to 


| a few queſtions. And as I have deſcend- 


ed to this tète a tète, he may expect to be 

treated like a gentleman.— Vou have, Mr, 

Priddle, in the courſe of your appeal ta 
f 1 the 
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the public, declared, 305 15 0 indebted 


to you in the ſum of 190 J. I ſhould have 
thought, Sir, that it was incumbent on 
you to have offered ſome ſhadow 


proof in {apport of the aſſertion. E = 


ever, 1 thin myſelf poſſeſſed by wuch the 
beſt end of OT entry therefore 

throw ſome trifles into your ſcale.—I will, 
for argument fake, admit your debt of 
1901. yet was it not an exceſſive and un- 
lawful, levy to take 600 l.? Was it more 
legal, or more equitable, to take the 
wearing-apparel of a lady, who happened 

to be in the chambers, together with al 

her papers, books, and many other things 
of infinite conſequence, w which the law 
does not even deem effects? Was it more 
conſiſtent with law or equity, to turn my 


ſervant out of the chambers, take the 


keys away, and load me with the rent of 
forty guineas, per annum, for this twelve- 
month paſt? Or is it any mitigation of 
the offence to rifle my apers, deſtroy 
manuſcript books ready fo fo r publication, 
ſteal notes, with my name upon them, 
and now - ſet the lame up as Juſt de- 
mands againſt me ? Was it, Sir, a fair. 
mode of procedure, after the levy, to diſ- 
pole of. the property without the ſheriffs 
bill of ſale, which is, by the law, 71%. * 

as 


Ga 


Was it a tranſaction worthy an honeſt 


man, When a broker cams to take an in= 
ventory of the effects, to arreſt him? Or 
do you think preyailing on the poor de- 
luded Beeford to ſwear a debt againſt an- 
me, (though ſhe had never heard of his 
name) can add any luſtre to your caſe ? 
And now, Sir, to convince the public, 
that I am far from being your ſuperior in 
art, or chicane, I do hereby ſolemnly de- 
clare my intention of paying any demand 
you can equitably make upon me—if you 


have any bill for S net done, money lent, 


or any other claim, ſupported by ſuch 
vouchers as ſhall be deemed equitable and 
_ Juſt, I pledge myſelf. to the public, that it 
ſhall be — AF diſcharged. I have, Sir, 
offered thus much in compaſſion to your 
ſituation; and, I do proteſt, I ſhall receive 
more ſatisfaction from a conviction of my 
your guilt, 5 
I ſhall now, Sir John, re- aſſume my 
ſubject, and conclude this letter with a de- 
dae of ſeriouſneſs.— It is really lamentable 


that abilities, like Priddle's, ſhould be. pro- 


ſtituted to the moſt ſhameful purpoſes; nor. 
is it a conſideration leſs dreadful, that a 
capacity of ſuch extent, ſhould * 

. hend 


own error, than a fatal confirmation of 
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not a day paſſes, but many ſhocking 
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Kron more miſchief than the leg 


body of the whole kingdom can re 


when perpetrated.— To theſe obſer 


J muſt add ſome concern, Sir Johr 
IT am obliged to finiſh an eſſay of 

without being able to expreſs a far avo 
fentence in behalf of the principal ſ 
If any thing ſhould hereafter occur, \ 


in I have been partial to the vices o! 


Mr. Priddle, 1 will moſt readily « 
the error, and take an early opportu 
do his virtues juſtice. 

It may be conſidered as ſome mit 
of his crimes, at leaſt with men of h 
caſt, to enumerate the offences of 
If ſuch a plea can be admitted, as an 
nuation, Mr. Priddle is not deſtit 
eomfort. 

Howeyer alarming, Sir John, thi 
five hundred Priddles, at this day, 
yocation of their profeſſion, whoſe e: 
and characters ſhall be the ſubject 
early, though future addreſs, | 

In the mean time, Sir John, w 
hope that theſe enormous growing 
will become a parliamentary enqu: 
nothing leſs will prove a ſufficient 
to ſtop the miſchief, 

I will venture to affirm, Sir John 


the legiſlative 
n can remedy, 
ſe obſervations 
Sir John, that 


ay 1 pages, 


ſs a favourable 


incipal ſuhject. 


r occur, where 
vices ONLY of 
readily correct 


opportunity to 


ome mitigation 
nen of his own 
ces of others. 


ed, as an exte- 


ot deſtitute of 


John, there are 
his day, in full 
whoſe exploits 
ſubject of an 
2 

ſohn, we will 
growing evils 
ry enquiry, as 
ufticient ſtiptic 


Sir John, that 
hocking proafs 
preſent 


[63 } 
preſent theinſelves of the miſery in which 
unhappy individuals are involved, from « 
too free toleration of that baneful aconite 
to ſociety, the rotten branch of the law. 
That the robberies deſcribed in the 
courſe of this letter are numberleſs and 


frequent, is not very extraordinary, when 


we conſider the difficulty of detecting the 
perpetrators, from a want. of knowledge 


in thoſe laws, which prohibits the com- 


miſſion of ſuch pernicious acts. But that 
the CERTAINTY of detection ſhould be no 


reſtraint, is really aſtoniſhing. I, who by 


woeful experience, know every . creek; 
every ſecret retreat, every ſubterfuge, every 
receſs and covert of ſafety for ſuch as com- 
mit theſe outrages under colour of law. 

I fay, Sir John, if I could not eſcape— 
nay, if you are open to ſuch attacks, 
think what a lamentable ſituation the 


more untaught part of the kingdom mult 


be in, who are equally as ignorant of the 
cauſe as the remedy. | 


J muſt repeat, Sir John, if oppreſſion 


of this complection will dare to lift its 
ponderous arm againſt ſuch as are thus 
ſhielded, how wretched is the condition, 


How precarious the property and liberty of 


four-fifths of the nation? 
| | From 
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From the inroads of every other kind of 
invader, , we guard, by a fort of inſtinct, 
both with relpect to the animal and hu- 
man ſpecies. Rats we poiſon for ſtealing 
our corn, foxes for pilfering our poultry, 
the envenomed reptile is cruſhed with bur 


heel, and a mad dog arms the whole 


country, with means and. reſolution to de- 
ſtroy him.—Nor is more lenity to be met 
with; in our laws; againſt ſuch delinquents 
as offend by the inconſiderable theft of a 
ſhilling. ——Thoſe we murder by dozens} 
though urged to a commiſſion! of the fact; 
by the intenſeneſs of hunger, and lan- 


Zuiſhing under the whole catalogue of 


piercing wants, that human nature is heir 
— nn 5223180 514903 Tu 
- Indeed,” Sir John, were I to undertäke 
the taſk of painting, in expreſſive colours; 
ALL the miſeries occafioned by the infa- 
mous- members of the law, you would 


readily: conclude, that Providence had 


created the ſubjects, at large, for the 80L® 
USE of LAWYERS, and ordained them 
to wearpack-ſaddles, the more eaſy to ſuſs 
tain weighty panniers, filled with their op- 

reſſion. ee eee e 141 

Whilſt we live in a continual round of 
this horrid ſabje&ion; it cannot be faid 
we experience more of LIBERTY than 


* | the 


kind of 
nſtinct, 


ind hut | 


ſtealing 


rich bur 
whole 
to de- 


be met 


nquents 


eft of 4 


dozens; 
che fact; 


nd lan- 


ogue of 
is heit 
dertäke 
colours; 
he infa- 
1 would 
ice had 
ne 80LE 
a them 
y to ſuſ> 
heir op- 


round of 
be ſaid 
'Y than 
the 


N 
the EEA found. Liberty and property ſeat 
to be ſyrionitnous tems, and ſo inter Wovers 


| with each ether, that the ſpirit ef law, om 
which genuine liberty is founded, eantet 


operate in favour of the fermet, without 
an abſolute conjundion of tlie latter. 
Hence it is that the moſt abject flave; 
throughout the territories of Turkey and 
Batbary, enjeys a bleſſing we know not &f! 
In theſe defpotic provinces, Sir John; 


which Engliſhmen 10judiciouſly affe& ts 
Hold in contempt, are found wo Priddtes, 
no patriots; bailiffs, or hecatorivbs of 


butchered debtors x and yet the mjured 
ſubject, complaining of oppreſſion, obtaitie 
redreſs in its fulleſt latitude; he. views, 
with exulting eyes, his lordly oppreſſor 
expire, amidſt the pangs of an ignominious 


death, What a happy condition cempar- 


ed to ours What à triumph of revenge 


does an Algerine peaſant experience 


What exemplary juſtice reigns where no 
laws controul—always ready to be impar- 
tially adminiſtered alike to the peaſant and 
the prince. In ſhort, every nation under 
the ſun ſeems h in a mode of juſtice 
this land of boaſted liberty and per- 
verted laws excepted. Neither our las 


nor our liberty 1 us redreſs, for 


4 — 
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the moſt grievous wrongs, if we are deſti- 
tute of property. The only cERTAIN re- 
medy to the worſt eyil, is a tame ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the original injury to ſeek redreſs 
through the dark winding intricacies of 
law, is but to compleat the miſery we 
ſtrive to avoid; and, in effect, rendering 
ourſelves the bond ſlave of our wealthy 
opponent. The law of England, though 
intentionally the moſt merciful, humane, 
equitable, and juſt code in the known 
world, is, in the hands of unworthy prac- 
titioners, a kind of national or hereditary 
curſe.— What is law, in the preſent ac- 
ceptation of the word, but the trammels 
of injuſtice, which, like a NIGHT - 
| MARE, holds the ſenſe in captivity, tor- 
) turing with imaginary pains, through the 
. | tedious night, and awaking us to a reality 
if 4 diſappointment, beggary, and oppreſ- 
on. | A 
I am, Sir John, far from wiſhing to 
= | throw a ſtigma on the. honourable part of 
= | the profeſſion ſuch a reflection would be 

f as illlberal as unjuſt.— Vet, certain it is, that 

the inns. of court want WE EDI NG or to 

= | ſpeak in proper language, the xookERy 1s. 
= LL ARID {bones an bony 
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However, Sir John, I am determined 

to attempt a temporary relief for thoſe 

who groan under ſuch cruel and compli- 

cated afflictions; nor ſhall I either deſpair 

of ſucceſs or aſſiſtance, whilſt I have the 
honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Sir John, 


Your moſt devoted frac, 


Soho-ſquare, 
May $th, 1772. 


R. HOLLOWAY. 
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pOSTORI r. 


Sin CE the foregoing letter went to 
preſs, another capital robbery has been 
attempted on M. . Ballamy. I would 
ratify you, Sir John, with the particu- 
ars; but the affair has been managed 
with ſuch dexterity, that the oſtenſible 
actors, in this piratical farce, have retreat- 
ed into the moon *. Indeed their pious 
vice-agent, Mr, Huſſey, another attorney, 
to the honour of the profeſſion, is found 
on earth, emulating the daring acts of a 
Priddle, —How far he will fall ſhort, or 
exceed his great preceptor, in aſſiduity, 
activity, inclination, and abilities, will 


* I Cannot find this amiable attorney's clients, upon 
whoſe oath Ballamy has been ſued to execution, and the 
- fame levied the 13th inſtant for 73 l. which ſum I have 
_ adviſed Mr. Ballamy to pay into the hands of the ſheriff, 

and have filed a bill for an injunction, by which the in- 
_ tended plunder will remain undivided the preſent, 
and in the end revert to its lawful owner, Mr. Ballamy. 
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| this occaſion, we are in a fair May of fur- 
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ſmanifeRt it itſelf in the = of the e quitable 


e pre- 
ohn, that 
though Tyburn may M1ss 1Ts Loap on 


aiſt May, 1792. 
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